
  WIZARDS OF WORDS 2018 

 

Award-Winning Authors Chris Grabenstein, 

Emily Jenkins and Tara Lazar 

 

at Oak Street School! 
 

Wizards of Words, the Visiting Author Program for 2018 will take place April 3rd- 

5th.  Students will hear directly from our authors about what inspires them to 

write; the process of writing; and what it takes to get a book published!   

 

Chris Grabenstein is a #1 New York Times best selling author of numerous books 

including the Lemoncello’s series soon to be a Nickelodeon movie. He is also the Agatha 

Award recipient for the Haunted Mysteries series and is a frequent collaborator with 

James Patterson including the New York Times bestseller I Funny.  Mr. Grabenstein will 

meet with grades 3-5 on April 3rd.  www.chrisgrabenstein.com  

 

Emily Jenkins has authored numerous children books including the wildly popular 

Upside Down Magic Series. Several of her picture books have received The Boston 

Globe/Horn book Honor. Mrs. Jenkins will meet with all grades on April 4th.  

www.emilyjenkins.com  

 

Tara Lazar is a local Basking Ridge author! She creates quirky and humorous books 

featuring magical places that everyone will want to visit. Mrs. Lazar will meet with grades 

K-2 on April 5th.   www.taralazar.com  

 

Order NOW selected book(s) to be personalized for your 

child by the author! 
 

Descriptions of the books being offered are provided in this handout. 

 

To Place An Order:  

1. Complete attached order form with check made to Oak Street School PTO 

2. Return to school in envelope marked “PTO-Wizards of Words” 

3. Orders must be returned no later than Friday, March 2, 2018 

4. Please use one order form per student 

 

Questions? Contact Claudia Van Loo at cgvanloo@gmail.com or Jody Stowe at 

jodymstowe@yahoo.com.  

 

http://www.chrisgrabenstein.com/
http://www.emilyjenkins.com/
http://www.taralazar.com/
mailto:cgvanloo@gmail.com
mailto:cgvanloo@gmail.com


                   2018 Wizard of Words: Author Book Order Form 
 

New York Times Bestselling author Chris Grabenstein will visit our school on Tuesday, April 3rd for 3rd – 5th 

grades.  On Wednesday April 4th, Emily Jenkins will speak to all grades.  Then local author Tara Lazar will visit 

K-2 on Thursday, April 5th.   

 

Books may be pre-ordered and purchased for autographing. 
 

To purchase a book, print and complete this form. Return to your child’s homeroom teacher by: 

FRIDAY MARCH 2, 2018 in an envelope marked WOW Book Order.  

 

Student*_____________________________________Teacher__________________________GR_______ 

 

 

QTY 

 

CHRIS GRABENSTEIN Books Grade Hardcover 

 $ 

Paperback 

$ 

Total 

$ 

Name to be inscribed 

(PRINT First name only) 

 Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library  3-5 18.00 8.00   

 Welcome to Wonderland  

 

3-5 14.00 -   

 The Island of Dr. Libris  3-5 17.00 8.00   

 Haunted Mysteries: The Crossroads 

 

3-5 - 8.00   

 House of Robots  3-5 14.00 8.00   

 I Funny  

 

3-5 14.00 8.00   

 Jacky Ha-Ha 

 

3-5 14.00 8.00   

 

 
QTY EMILY JENKINS Books 

 

Grade Hardcover 

$ 

Paperback 

$ 

Total 

$ 

Name to be inscribed 

(PRINT First name only) 

 Princessland 

 

K-2 17.00 -   

 A Fine Dessert 

 

K-2 18.00 

 

-   

 Brave Red, Smart Frog 3-5 18.00 -   

 Upside Down Magic 

 

3-5 15.00 6.00   

 Toys Go Out 

 

1-4 17.00 7.00   

 Invisible Inkling 

 

1-4 17.00 6.00   

 

 

QTY TARA LAZAR Books 
 

Grade Hardcover 

$ 

Paperback 

$ 

Total 

$ 

Name to be inscribed 

(PRINT First name only) 

 Way Past Bedtime 

 

K-2 18.00 -   

 7 ate 9 K-2 18.00 -   

 Little Red Gliding Hood 

 

K-2 17.00 -   

 Monstore 

 

K-2 17.00 -   

 Normal Norman 

 

K-2 15.00 -   

 

 

Make checks payable to “Oak Street School PTO” and address your 

envelope to “WIZARD OF WORDS” by Friday, March 2nd. 

Total Amount 

Enclosed 

$ 

 

For questions contact Claudia Van Loo at Cgvanloo@gmail.com or Jody Stowe jodymstowe@yahoo.com 

mailto:Cgvanloo@gmail.com
mailto:jodymstowe@yahoo.com


Author Chris Grabenstein is Coming to Visit! 

 
 

 

 CHRIS GRABENSTEIN is the #1 New York Times bestselling author of ESCAPE FROM 
MR. LEMONCELLO’S LIBRARY, MR. LEMONCELLO’S LIBRARY OLYMPICS, THE 
ISLAND OF DR. LIBRIS, WELCOME TO WONDERLAND: HOME SWEET MOTEL and 
many other books, as well as the coauthor of numerous fun and funny page-turners with 
James Patterson, including I FUNNY, HOUSE OF ROBOTS, TREASURE HUNTERS, 
and JACKY HA-HA. Chris lives in New York City with his wife, J.J., two cats, and a dog 
named Fred. You can visit Chris at ChrisGrabenstein.com. 

 

 

Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s 
Library  (Book 1)  (grades 3-5) 
 
Lucky Kyle Keeley is one of the first of 12 kids 
to win an overnight of fun, food and games in 
the new town library.  But when morning 
comes, the doors remain locked. The kids 
must solve every clue and secret puzzle to find 
the hidden escape route.  The stakes are very 
high! 
 
 

 

 

I Funny (Book 1) (grades 3-5) 
 
Jamie Grimm wants to become a stand up comic, 
but his life doesn’t give him too much to laugh 
about.  However, when the Planet’s Funniest Kid 
Comic contest rolls around he knows he has to 
enter. Can he pull it off? 
 

 

Welcome to Wonderland:  Home 
Sweet Motel (Book  1)    (grades 3-6) 
 
11-year old P.T. Wilkie and his friend live at 
the Wonderland motel, the best place to live as 
a kid!  However, the one thing they need is 
customers or they will need to leave the motel.   
So P.T. and his friend set out together to 
scheme on a way to save the Wonderland! 
 
 
 

 

 

  House of Robots (Book 1) (grades 3-5) 
 
Sammy is dreading the day when his genius mom 
insists he brings her newest invention to school, a 
walking, talking robot he calls “E” for “Error”.  
Sammy has lots of robots at home but this one is 
different, this one thinks he is Sammy’s brother.  
School will never be the same! 
 

 

The Island of Dr. Libris (Book 1)  
(grades 3-5) 
 
Billy is spending the summer in the lake cabin 
of the mysterious Dr. Libris. But something 
strange is going on.  A private bookcase with 
books that when opened have sounds coming 
from the middle of the lake…clash of swords, 
twang of arrows and even the ground shaking.  
Are the stories coming to life? But that is 
impossible…isn’t it? 
 
 

 

 

 Jacky Ha-Ha (Book 1)  (grades 3-5) 
 
12-year old Jacky loves to make everyone laugh.  
It distracts her from the worries at home with 
mom serving in a war and dad who is hardly 
home.  She makes a promise to keep her family 
together even if it means giving up the one thing 
she loves. But can she stop being Jacky Ha-Ha, if 
that’s who she really is? 
 

 

 Haunted Mysteries: The Crossroads 
(Book 1)  (grades 3-5) 
 
Zack and his family move back to his father’s 
hometown and into a house that has a dark 
history.  50 years ago a crazed killer caused an 
accident by the crossroads that killed 40 
people.  The evil spirit inhabits the tree and is 
now out to get Zack! 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Author Emily Jenkins is Coming to Visit! 
 

 
 

 

  

Emily Jenkins is the author of many books for children, including the recent picture books Tiger 
and Badger, illustrated by Marie-Louise Gay, and Princessland, illustrated by Yoko Tanaka. Her 
chapter books include the Toys series, illustrated by Paul O. Zelinsky; she is co-author of the 
Upside-down Magic series. Emily Jenkins lives in New York City. 

 

 

Princessland  (Grades K-2) 
 
Romy wants to go to Princessland, where all 
girls are princesses. In Princessland there are 
castles and royal balls, sparkling rivers and 
flower crowns. Romy’s friend, the Lady Cat, 
promises to take her there. But will she? 

An enchanting picture book that reveals the 
magic that surrounds us, if only we choose to 
see it. 

 

 

 

Upside Down Magic Book 1 (Grades 3-5) 
 
It’s never easy when your magic goes wonky.  

Nory, Elliott, Andres, and Bax are just four of the 
students in Dunwiddle Magic School's Upside-
Down Magic class. In their classroom, lessons are 
unconventional, students are unpredictable, and 
magic has a tendency to turn wonky at the worst 
possible moments.  Because it's always amazing, 
the trouble a little wonky magic can cause... 

 

 

 

  A Fine Dessert (Grades K-2) 
 
Four families, in four different cities, over four 
centuries, make the same dessert: blackberry 
fool.  This richly detailed book shows how 
food, technology, and even families have 
changed throughout American history.   
 
 

 

 

Toys Go Out (Grades 1-4) 
 
Lumphy, StingRay and Plastic are stuffed 
animals. (Well, Plastic is... what is Plastic, 
anyway?) They live with the girl who sleeps on 
the high bed with the big pillows. It's very nice 
there. But what is the meaning of life? And why is 
clean better than dirty? 

And what will happen if StingRay tries to go in 
the water?   

 

 

Brave Red, Smart Frog  (Grades 3-5) 
 
There once was a frozen forest so cold, you 
could feel it through the soles of your boots. It 
was a strange place where some kisses broke 
enchantments and others began them. 
 
With empathy and an ear for emotion, Emily 
Jenkins retells seven fairy tales in 
contemporary language that reveals both the 
pathos and humor of some of our most 
beloved stories.  
 
 

 

 

Invisible Inkling Book 1 (Grades 1-4) 
 
The thing about Hank's new friend Inkling is, he's 
invisible! An invisible bandapat, a creature native 
only to Peruvian Woods of Mystery. Now Inkling 
has found his way to Brooklyn and into Hank's 
laundry basket.  
 
Bruno Gillicut is a lunch-stealing, dirtbug 
caveperson and he's got to be stopped. And who 
better to help stand up to a bully than an invisible 
friend?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Local Author Tara Lazar is Coming to Visit! 

 
 

 

 Street magic performer. Hog-calling champion. Award-winning ice sculptor. These are all things 
Tara Lazar has never been. Instead, she writes quirky, humorous picture books featuring magical 
places that everyone will want to visit.  
 
Her debut THE MONSTORE released in June 2013, with I THOUGHT THIS WAS A BEAR BOOK 
and LITTLE RED GLIDING HOOD following in 2015. NORMAL NORMAN made his entrance in 
March 2016 and you can stay up WAY PAST BEDTIME in April 2017. If you know the answer to 
"Why was 6 afraid of 7?" then you'll love her book 7 ATE 9, coming from Disney*Hyperion in May 
2017. She displays her love of fun words in THE WHIZBANG WORDBOOK, an illustrated 
dictionary and word game tome coming in 2018. 
 
Discover original stories, book reviews and giveaways at her award-winning blog "Writing for Kids 
(While Raising Them)" at TaraLazar.com. 
 
Tara was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis in 2010. She speaks professionally about overcoming 
disability to achieve your goals and dreams. Tara has presented writing workshops for The 
Writers Circle and the Society of Children's Book Writers and Illustrators conferences. She's a 
member of the Rutgers University Council on Children's Literature and a picture book mentor for 
We Need Diverse Books. 
 
Tara lives in Basking Ridge New Jersey with her husband, two daughters and 2,749 stuffed 
animals. 

 

 

   Way Past Bedtime  (Grades K-2) 
 
What do all kids dread most at the end of the 
day. 

The thing they dread most is just one word: 
BEDTIME!  That one word sends children 
worldwide into a petrified PANIC.  But not 
Joseph!  Not tonight! Oh, no. Tonight Joseph 
has a plan to stay up… 

 

 

 The Monstore (Grades K-2) 
 
At the back of Frankensweet’s Candy Shoppe, 
under the last box of sour gumballs, there’s a 
trapdoor. Knock five times fast, hand over a bag 
of squirmy worms, and you can crawl inside The 
Monstore. 

The Monstore is a one-stop shop for all 
your monsterly needs in this enormously 
funny story that’s full of friendly, kooky 
creatures. 

 

  7 ate 9 (Grades K-2) 
 
6 has a problem. Everyone knows that 7 is 
always after him. Word on the street is that 7 
ate 9. If that’s true, 6’s days are numbered. 
Lucky for him, Private I is on the case. But the 
facts just don’t add up.  It’s odd. 

Will Private I put two and two together and 
solve the problem . . . or is 6 next in line to be 
subtracted? 

 

 

 Normal Norman (Grades K-2) 
 
What is “normal?”  That’s the question an 
eager young scientist hopes to answer. 
Unfortunately, her “normal” subject—an 
orangutan named Norman—turns out to be 
exceptionally strange. He speaks English, sleeps 
in a bed, loves his stuffed toy and even deep-sea 
dives!  

—a gentle reminder that “normal” can’t ever be 
defined! 

 

 Little Red Gliding Hood  (K-2) 
 
A figure-skating enthusiast, Little Red has 
worn out her skates and must win a pairs 
competition to earn new ones. But who will be 
her partner? The Dish is already skating with 
the Spoon, and Hansel has Gretel. You won’t 
believe what big eyes, sharp teeth, and furry 
paws her partner has . . . all the better to spin 
her with. 

   

 


